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Hi everyone! 

 

At the moment I am sitting in my dorm at Tsinghua University in Beijing. I have already 
been here for 3 months out of 4 in total. Times passes by very fast when you live in a 
different country, where new and strange things happen everyday, like in China.  I 
decided to apply to a university in China because I have spent 4 of my teenage years 
here going to high school. I wanted to come back to my second home. The reason I 
applied to Tsinghua University is because it is Chinas highest ranked university and it is 
located in Beijing, a place I hadn’t seen a lot of before. I wanted to explore a new city in 
China.  

The process of applying to all the different universities is quite time consuming but also 
interesting because you are preparing for something fun that is going to happen. I had to 
choose courses from the previous years courses, however, they change every year. So I 
didn’t know if they would offer all the courses I needed. When I arrived here I found out 
that they didn’t offer all the courses that I needed but I decided to stay here and do the 
best out of it anyways. When you go to China, you need a visa, which is very easy to 
apply for. There is a website that tells you what kind of visa you need and what papers 
that are required for the application. 

At Tsinghua there are dorms for international students, and there are dorms where you 
share a small apartment with a Chinese student. This is a great opportunity if you want 
to integrate more with the Chinese and also learn the Chinese language. I decided to live 
in a single room dorm. There is a given date in July when you apply for the dorms, which 
is a simple process.  

After all the application processes you are ready to go! Book flight and prepare for a 
semester in Beijing. Since I had lived in China before, I was not nervous about the 
culture differences. When I arrived at the airport there were some students from 
Tsinghua who picked me up and brought me to the university. I met some other 
exchange students at the airport as well, I still hang out with them all today.  

Once you get to the university I have to admit, you are very lost. A lot of people do not 
speak English, and no one is taking care of you. That was a challenge, but luckily one of 
my friends I met at the airport speaks fluent Chinese so he helped me with everything. 
We had to register for the courses on a certain day. I got accepted to all the courses I 
wanted to take. The levels of the courses are very different. Some are simple and some 
are very time consuming and tough. The majority of the students in most of the classes 
are Chinese but also a lot of foreigners.  

Tsinghua is located in an area with a lot of universities, so here many bars, clubs and 
restaurants for students. A good place to meet and make new friends. Tsinghua had a 



very good gym, where I go several times a week. Here are many sport facilities and 
activities you can join, everything to make your time at Tsinghua more fun and eventful.  

 

Overall my stay here has consisted of a lot of studying, a lot of fun times with my friends 
and last, seeing more of China and the Chinese culture. If you have any questions, please 
ask me! 

 


