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The Project:
From waste management to 
waste prevention

The aim of the project is to 
identify and explain the 
gap between planning and 
implementation of 
sustainable development in 
the case of waste 
prevention (waste 
hierarchy). 
Waste prevention illustrates 
the implementation gap 
that often arises when local 
governments attempts to 
realize national policy 
decisions in cooperation 
with external stakeholders 
(corporations, ngo:s, 
citizens) with different 
interests and priorities. 



Three ideas that has been 
chiselled-out in the project

1. Planning is by tradition mainly based on 
an ontology in which the spatial 
organisation of the tangible is given 
priority. But a waste preventive 
planning requires another ontology, in 
which also what is absent is given a 
prominent importance. Such a 
planning also requires new visions and 
new imaginations: how could a waste 
preventive city core look like?

2. The sociological and geographical 
imagination of a circular economy. 

3. The waste preventive discourse is 
focused on learning citizens to become 
waste preventive responsible 
individuals (green biopolitics). 



Imagining the spatiality of 
the waste preventive city 
core in absolute and 
relational terms
A spatial play (utopia – Louis Marin) with the concept-pair (absolute) visible-invisible and 
(relational) presence-absence. 
.



Towards a waste 
preventing city core in 
absolute terms 1:

1: Waste prevention practices needs to be visible and 
take and uphold physical place.

2: Waste prevention practices needs to be visible and 
take place physically in the city core (the square).

3: These waste prevention places needs to be designed 
in a way that they visually appeal to the citizens of the 
city.  



Towards a waste 
preventing city core in 
absolute terms 2:
´ The city core as a physical space that needs to be filled with waste-

preventing activities rather than waste producing activities – consumption 
(the elephant in the room).

´ Need for a geographical vision that challenge neoliberal and postpolitical 
doxa.







Towards a waste 
preventing city core in 
relational terms 1:
´ We also need to work with a spatial understanding that is relational in order 

to address the mindset of planning practice: presence-absence

´ In comes the relational ontology of absence – waste is present as it is 
present in the performativities of consumption – waste is the silent 
companion, paradigm, to consumption, topologically related even if it not 
visible until the consumption is ”ended”, and planned to be put 
somewhere in the topographical outskirts of the city.



Towards a waste 
preventing city core in 
relational terms 2:

´ This implies a new geographical imagination regarding the city and its 
parts, and the flows between the different functional parts of the urban 
assemblage.

´ This absence of waste needs to be addressed in the planning practice.



Thank you for your attention!


